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ACTION EB- 11 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ISO-OO SS-20 FEA-02 TRSE-00 L-03 NSC-10 

CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 PA-04 RSC-01 USIA-15 PRS-01 

S PC-03 AF-10 COME-OO INT-08 FPC-01 DRC-01 /126W 

002031 

R 171604Z JAN 74 
FM AMEMBASSY BERN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8609 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY VIENNA 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
USMISSION OECD PARIS 

UNCLAS BERN 0210 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, SZ 

SUBJECT: ENERGY: SWISS POLICY 
REF: BERN 0152 

1. AT REGULAR WEEKLY MEETING JANUARY 16, SWISS FEDERAL 
COUNCIL REVIEWED RECENT ENERGY DEVELOPMENTS. ACCORDING 
PRESS SPOKESMAN, COUNCIL NOTED THAT SWITZERLAND WAS NOT 
INVITED AND WOULD NOT PARTICIPATE IN FEBRUARY WASHINGTON 
ENERGY CONFERENCE BUT WAS BEING KEPT INFORMED. 

2. COUNCIL ALSO APPROVED ARRANGEMENT BETWEEN SWISS FIRM 
SWISSGAS AND SONATRACH OF ALGERIA PROVIDING FOR EXPORT AND INVEST- 
MENT RISK GUARANTEES FOR SIX PERCENT SWISS PARTICIPATION 

IN LNG FACILITIES. PRESS REPORTS THAT BY 1978 SWITZERLAND 
WILL RECEIVE 1 BILLION CUBIC METERS OF GAS FROM 
ALGERIA YEARLY. 

3. SPOKESMAN ALSO SAID THAT THERE WERE NO CONCRETE 
OFFICIAL OFFERS TO SWITZERLAND WHICH WOULD INVOLVE 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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PAGE 02 BERN 00210 171625Z 

DIRECT IMPORT OF OIL FROM PRODUCER COUNTRIES AND THAT 
THERE WERE NO NEGOTIATIONS UNDER WAY. 
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4. FEDERAL COUNCIL SPOKESMAN ALSO DENIED RECENT PRESS SPECULA- 
TION THAT SWISSPETROL HOLDING AG, WHICH FORMED IN 1960 
AS PRIVATE ENTERPRISE TO EXPLORE FOR OIL IN SWITZERLAND, 

WOULD BE REESTABLISHED AS NATIONAL OIL COMPANY WITH 
GOVERNMENT PARTICIPATION. (SEE ALSO BERN A-23.) 

DAVIS 
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